
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cleveland Composers Guild 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Cleveland Composers Guild: Creativity: Learning through Experience XXV 

25th Anniversary! 

Your Project Summary: For 24 years the Cleveland Composers Guild has collaborated with the Music 

Settlement, Junior Fortnightly, Cleveland School of the Arts, and CIM on this project. Professionals 

composers are paired with talented musicians aged 6-18 from the other organizations to write pieces 

specifically for the students, coaching them with their teachers before the new works are premiered. 

Young composers are selected to work with professional musicians who offer advice before performing 

the pieces publicly. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is clear, this is an incredible opportunity for young artists.  I would have liked to 

see more detail about the types of music schools from which students are recruited to get a sense of the 

reach to diverse students.  It would be great to know if there are any public schools involved as some 

young composers might be hidden in their depths and may not have the resources to be connected to a 

system of support for the cultivation of such talent.  Also consider using more diverse methods to measure 

progress, though the survey results were informative.  Perhaps a round table with the young artists could 

be conducted in order to glean more insight, sometimes surveys do not provide enough insight to address 

other aspects of programs.  This program should broaden and expand its reach as seeing young composers 

and their works being performed is wonderfully inspiring and can be appreciated by a broad range of 

individuals.   

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets all criteria for funding. This is a very good proposal with very well defined 

goals, programmatic activities and implementable frameworks and budget. The collaboration between 

professional composers and young talent. Great public value! I was most impressed with the 

comprehensive evaluation process each student goes through in the program, which helps focus and 

address their individual musical needs. The program is unique and targets a very specific segment of the 

population.  In the budget section, the resources and the expense are listed in a very detailed manner, 

which makes for strong capacity assessment. It meets the criteria for funding. Bravo! 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application receives a "somewhat" in my estimation. The strength presented here is in 

artistic vibrancy; the proposed programming is unique, youth-oriented and built around collaboration and 

mentorship. Based on the feedback from past programs provided as supplemental, I would echo 

sentiments voiced there to expand organizational capacity and service more student collaborators, a goal 

which seems very reachable. The opportunity to work with and learn from professional musicians is so 

important for young artists. I hope that the impact can be increased! 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 



Cleveland Composers Guild - Continued  
 

3 
 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. This is a well-organized proposal connecting 

music students, teachers, and local composers in the community to create and produce an open event 

that really brings a benefit to the public through the culminating concert. I especially like the focus on 

local composers and their work with local music students; a unique concept that keeps the project 

grounded in the local community and contributes to artistry and cultural vibrancy in the school system. I 

also like that this project engages a large number of female composers in an often male-dominated field. 

The organization also demonstrates through the attached articles (concert program and survey feedback) 

that they can carry out and succeed in this project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria due to the clear identification if its community and 

clear articulation of how they will engage and benefit them with this project. That the preference is given 

to first time applicants helps them maximize their reach to student musicians. The opportunity to have 

original works composed for you or have your original work performed by professional musicians is a 

unique program premise that energizes both the students and the professional musicians. The project 

engages diverse, qualified artists and is applauded for ensuring that all are compensated. I would have 

liked to understand more about the selection process, both for musicians and composers. The staff/board 

involved reflect an organizational capacity to implement the project successfully. If their contribution is 

in-kind, however, the in-kind amount in the budget is low. The applicant had a clear project goal and 

measurement; their survey demonstrates their effort to better understand their community and 

evolve/improve the program. However, I would have liked to read an example of how this process has 

been successful in the past years. What did you learn that ended up improving the subsequent year? 

Additionally, the impact of the project on young people and their successes would have been good to 

include earlier on in the application and in multiple places -- even as a measurement of project success. 

It's a notable accomplishment that contributes to public benefit! 

 

 

Panelist 5 


